
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Scripture: Matthew 3:1-12 

Over the next few weeks I bet you will hear lots of people say, “Are you ready for 

Christmas?!” What does it mean to be ready for Christmas? Decorating the tree, 

making cookies, wrapping presents…Well, those things are fun for sure, but we 

hear John the Baptist in today’s Gospel reading share with us what getting 

ready for Christmas really means! It means getting ready for Jesus Christ! How 

do we do that? Well, we could eat locusts and honey like John did, but I don’t think 

that would really get us ready for Jesus, do you?       We can be ready for Jesus by 

preparing our hearts for His coming. We can make sure we are following Jesus, and 

asking for forgiveness for those things we have done wrong. We can live like Jesus 

wants us to live by being kind to one another, and helping others who are in need. 

We can remember that the real meaning of Christmas is celebrating the birth of 

Jesus and that Jesus is our greatest gift of all! 

We can pray: “Dear God, please help me get ready for your Son, our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Help me to see the things in my life that I need to change to prepare for 

His coming. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.” 
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Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.  Substitute 
correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 


